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they had something to eat, they mocked [290] him,
especially the Apostate. ‘‘ He doesn’t know any-
thing,” they said, ‘‘do not pay any attention to him.”

On the day that the three Kings adored our Lord,
we received three pieces of bad news. The first was
that the young Hyroquois, who had gone hunting the
day before, had not returned; and, as they were very
well aware that hunger had weakened him so that he
could not go far, they thought he was dead, or lying
somewhere so weak from lack of food that hunger
and cold would kill him. In fact, he has never yet
appeared; some thought he might have tried to re-
turn to his own country, but the greater part are sure
he is lying dead somewhere upon the snow. He was
one of the three prisoners at Tadoussac, of whom I
spoke in the first letters I sent from these countries;*
his two compatriots were executed with unparalleled
cruelties, but his life was saved because he was
young, at the request of sieur Emery de Can, whom
we begged to intercede [291] for him. This poor
young man had very kind memories of me, and had a
great desire to live in our house; but the Sorcerer, to
whom he belonged, would neither give nor sell him.

The second piece of bad news was brought by a
young Savage who came from another quarter, who
told us that a Savage of a more distant cabin had died
of hunger, and that his people were greatly terrified
at not finding anything to eat; when he saw us suf-
fering from the same scarcity, he was frightened still
more. The third news was that our people had dis-
covered the trail of several Savages, who were nearer
to us than we thought, for they were coming to hunt
upon our very grounds, taking away our game and
our lives at the same time. These three pieces of



